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The Phenomenon Has Been 
Given Public Legit·�acy 
T

he United States Government has asserted that there are
real physical objects moving about our earth observed 

on multiple simultaneous sensors that defy military 
explanation (Cooper et al., 2017; House Intelligence, 2022; 
Office of The Director of National Intelligence, 2021). The 
name for these objects has historically been Unidentified 
Flying Objects (UFOs) but they are now being referred to 
as Unidentified Aerial Phenomena (UAP) or Unidentified 
Aerospace and Undersea Phenomena (UAUP). The main
stream inclination to these topics has been to relegate it 
to the purview of the eccentric but the volume of current 
and historical accounts coming from reputable sources is 
becoming too numerous to ignore (Ehzondo, 2021; Good, 
1996; Hastings, 2017; Rendall, 2021, Rendall 2022a, 2022b). 
Human error, misunderstanding, misperception, sensor 
malfunction, disinformation and misinformation may 
account for some of the alleged incidents, but prosaic ter
restrial explanations will not suffice in all cases. 

"The Phenomenon" is a broad phrase that encompasses 
UFOs, UAPs, UAUP, and any observable experience and/or 
event that is not caused by a terrestrial or celestial agent. 
In 2017, The New York Times released an article (Cooper 
et al., 2017) in which the former director of the Advanced 
Aerospace Threat Identification Program (AATIP) Luis 
Elizondo went public about the nature of his work from 
2008-2017 (Elizondo, 2021). He revealed that there has been 
a classified program within the Pentagon that was inves
tigating UAPs, the military's prderred term for UFOs. The 
article also included three videos (Guardian News, 2020) 
that showed vehicles moving in ways that appear to defy 
explanation. Alternative explanations for the three videos 
(West, n.d.) do not include the confidential radar data or the 
extended footage reportedly in military possession (Mick 
West, 2021; Project Unity, 2022), which confirms that these 
objects are not caused by birds, balloons, other planes, cam
era illusions or atmospheric anomalies. 

Since the New York Times article (Cooper et al., 2017) 
Luis Elizondo has been interviewed in numerous YouTube 
videos and podcasts (8 News NOW Las Vegas, 2018; Cable 
News Network, 2017; Fade to Black Radio, 2021, 2022; Theories 
of Everything with Curt Jaimungal, 2021) revealing more 
about his role and understanding ofUAPs. In May 2021, Luis 

Elizondo explained in a 60 Minutes documentary (2021) that 
there were five observable features of UAPs; 1) anti-gravity 
lift, 2) sudden instantaneous acceleration, 3) movement at 
hypersonic velocities without signatures such as vapor or 
a sonic boom, 4) low observability/cloaking and s) trans
medium travel (from air to water, or space into air). Elizondo 
has since gone on to state that there is a sixth observable 
pertaining to biological effects (Fox Business, 2022). In April 
2022, some of the documents associated with the Advanced 
Aerospace Weapon System Application Program (the precur
sor to the AATIP program) were released and one of these 
refers to three cases that show anomalous acute and sub
acute field effects on human biological tissues of people who 
have been exposed to a UAP (Defence Intelligence Agency, 
2010 ). The subjects in this study were credible people whose 
accounts came with a verifiable chain of custody. The conclu
sion was that the subjects had been exposed to non-ionizing 
electromagnetic radiation and microwave energies that led 
to the following symptoms: 

Erythema (heat and redness) overexposed ... skin, 
and varying degrees of the following as a function 
of their body-surface exposure times: fever, pain, 
headaches, numbness, and parasthesia[sic], malaise, 
diarrhea, hair loss and alopecia, skin eruptions/ 
boils, cardiac palpitations .... chronic headaches ... . 
insomnia and dream disturbances ... anxiety . .. . 
extreme sensitivity to light, dry and scratchy-sting
ing eyes, and extreme inflamed blood-shot [whites 
of the eyes] with soft tissue swelling of the eyelids. 
One of the three experienced moderate blood dys
crasia and signs of radiation illness, and over several 
years developed signs of malignant transforma
tions (Defence Intelligence Agency, 2010, p.v). 

In March 2020 the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic 

Security Act (2020) was released which included a request by 
the United States Congress to establish a UAP task force that 
was to produce a classified and unclassified report reveal
ing what the military knew. The unclassified preliminary 
assessment report was released on the 25th of June 2021 
(Office of The Director of National Intelligence, 2021) and 












